Wk 4 / lesson 1
Context  = NATURE VERSUS NURTURE

Text: ‘Parents or peers are more important in development?’

Intro : to be read out loud
This is Harris’s explanation of the elusive environmental shaper of (something which moulds/forms) personality, which she calls Group Socialization theory. It's not all in the genes, but what isn't in the genes isn't from the parents either. Socialization - acquiring the norms and skills necessary to function in society - takes place in the peer group. Children have cultures, too, which absorb parts of the adult culture and also develop values and norms of their own. Children do not spend their waking hours trying to become better and better approximations of adults. They strive (try) to be better and better children, ones that function well in their own society. It is in this crucible (literal= crogiolo / figurative= context) that our personalities are formed. 

(Choose the best subtitle:

1, L’influenza della genetica nella formazione della personalità.

2, L’importanza dei fattori sociali nella formazione della personalità.

3, Il ruolo dei genitori nella formazione della personalità.

(What is Harris’ theory? (answer in Italian)
What first attracted me to Harris's theory was its ability to explain half - dozen puzzling (adjective = hard to explain / unresolved) facts in the part of psychology I work in the most, language. Psycholinguists argue (debate / discuss) a lot about heredity and environment, but they all equate 'the environment" with "parents.' But many phenomena of children's language development don't fit that equation (are not compatible with that explanation). In traditional cultures, mothers don't say much to their children until they are old enough to hold up their end (maintain their side) of the conversation; the children pick up (learn) language from other children. People's accents almost always resemble the accents of their childhood peers, not the accents of their parents. Children of immigrants acquire the language of their adopted homeland perfectly, without a foreign accent, as long as they have access to native speaking peers. They then try to force their parents to switch (change) to the new language, and if they succeed, they may forget the mother tongue entirely. 

(Choose the best subtitle:
1, L’influenza dei pari nello sviluppo del linguaggio.
2, Le difficoltà dei immigrati nel imparare la nuova lingua locale.

3, L’importanza nei genitori come unico fattore ambientale.

(According to the author, what mistake do psycholinguists make?

(What 2 pieces of evidence does the author give to discredit them?

The same is true of hearing children of deaf (i.e. who cannot hear) parents, who learn the spoken language of their community without a hitch (problem). Children thrown together without a common language from the grown-ups (adults) will quickly invent one; that is how creole languages, and the signed languages of the deaf, came into being. Now, a particular language like English or Japanese (as opposed to the instinct for language in general) is an example of learned social behavior par excellence. If children cultivate a fine ear for the nuances of (are able to copy) their peers' speech, and if they cast their lot with (prefer) their peers' language over their parents', it suggests that their social antennae are aimed peerward (figurative = they are more open to the influence of their friends). 
(Choose the best subtitle:

1, Come si impara il linguaggio dei segni.
2, La capacita innata per imparare la lingua dei propri genitori.

3, L’istinto sociale come stimolo per il linguaggio
(What evidence does the author give to suggest that children have a strong innate instinct for languages?

Studies also confirm what every parent knows, but what no one bothers (takes the time) to reconcile with theories of child development: that whether adolescents smoke, get into scrapes (have problems) with the law, or commit serious crimes depends far more on what their peers do than on what their parents do. Harris comments on a popular theory that children become delinquents to achieve 'mature status,' that is, adult power and privilege: "if teenagers wanted to be like adults they wouldn’t be shoplifting (stealing) nail polish (smalto x unghie) from drugstores (type of shop) or hanging off overpasses (bridges) to spray I LOVE YOU LISA on the arch. If they really aspired to ‘mature status’, they would be doing boring adult things like sorting the laundry (washing clothes) and figuring out (calculating) their income taxes."

(Choose the best subtitle:

1, La tendenza innata nei giovani per delinquere.

2, Il desiderio dei giovani di sembrare ‘adulti’ nei confronti dei pari.

3, Possibili effetti della cattiva influenza dei pari sul comportamento dei giovani.

(What is the problem with theories of child development?

(What examples are given of typical teenage behaviour?

(Are teenagers really interested in copying adults?
If clauses grammar reference:

	Form
	Use
	Example
	Tenses

Condition / consequence

	Zero Conditional
	Scientific fact
	If you put ice cream in the sun, it melts.
	Present / present

	1st Conditional
	Strong possibility
	If  rains tomorrow, 

I’ll come by car.
	Present / 

Will *NB + verb

	2cnd Conditional
	Hypothesis
	If I won the lottery, 

I would buy a yacht
	Past simple / 
would + verb

	3rd Conditional
	Unrealized past
	If Hussein had cooperated, 

the U.S. wouldn’t have invaded Iraq.

If the people of Libya had not rebelled, Gadaffi would not have been deposed
	Past perfect  / would + have + past

participle.


*NB For those of you who are unsure of the use of WILL / Going to / Present continuous, please refer to notes.
If clauses, practice translations 

1, If they really aspired to ‘mature status’, they would be doing boring adult things like sorting the laundry and figuring out their income taxes." 

2, If there were 2 girls in a shop and 1 went in, how many girls would there be in the shop? 
3, So, if your child had temper tantrums before the hormonal changes of puberty, then he will probably become worse during adolescence, but if he didn't, he won't necessarily develop them. 
4, People with Alzheimer's disease would be happier if they were treated as infants instead of as adults, researchers have said. 

5, Research by other investigators has fully confirmed that, if children are given Piaget’s ‘mountain’ task, they do indeed have extreme difficulty with it. 

6. A human being would certainly not grow to be 70 or 80 years old if this longevity had no meaning for the species to which he belongs. 

7. ..it was believed that a mother would be likely to infect her baby if allowed to handle it too much. 
Reference for futures tenses
Present continuous

Arrangements already made :

I’m seeing the dentist’s this afternoon

(i.e. I already have an appointment)

NB 

I’m going to go/come

Going to

Plans :

I’m going to spend my summer holiday at home.

(i.e. It is my intention)

Predictions based on evidence:

Look at those black clouds, I think it’s going to rain.
Will

Spontaneous decision :

It’s sunny, I think I’ll go to the beach.

(i.e. I decide now)
Predictions based on conviction / opinion:

I think I will fail the exam.

Future fact:

You won’t pass the exam if you don’t study

Also for habits:

Children will often spend long periods practicing new words.
(NB in this context will = essere solito)

Present tense  (timetable future):

The train leaves at 9.30 this evening.

NB   Use the present tense with these future time expressions: as soon as, if, as long as, after, before, by the time






e.g. I’ll call you after I arrive.
Or the future perfect :

e.g. I’ll do it after I’ve finished
Future perfect is used to describe an action which will already be  completed at a stated moment in future  time :

If you don’t leave work on time, by the time you get home I’ll have already finished lunch.
Future continuous is used to describe actions which will be in progress at a given point in future time:

When your airplane arrives early tomorrow morning, I’ll still be sleeping in my bed!
1, I won’t be able to come next week because I………… to Milan.

A will go
B am going

C am going to go
D go

2,  I….tomorrow, so we can go out.

A  won’t work  B  don’t work C  ’m not working

3,  That bag looks heavy, I….. you with it.

A  am going to help 

B will help

C  am helping


D help

4, Do you want me to post the letters? 

I ……to the Post Office. 

A  now go
 B  am now going
   C will  now go

5,  Don’t worry if ……. late tonight.

A  I will be
B  I  am
C I am going to be

6, If you don’t hurry up, by the time we get to the cinema the film…
A will already start
 B will be already started

C  will have already started 

Wk 4 / lesson 2

Text 8. Media may play a role in copycat suicides

Before we read:

(Is the word ‘copycat’ here a noun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition……..?

Who commits ‘copycat suicide’?   Someone who…..






a, doesn’t really want to die






b, is emulating others






c, wants to be famous






d, is simulating his/her own death

What possible responsibility could the Media have?

-----------------------

 NEW YORK, May 12 (Reuters Health) - The media may play an unwitting role in increasing the likelihood that a vulnerable individual may attempt or commit suicide, according to Dr. Madelyn S. Gould, professor of psychiatry and public health at Columbia University's College of Physicians and Surgeons in New York."New studies show that the incidence of 'copycat' and clusters of suicides--which occur most often with adolescents--increases after extensive newspaper or television coverage," Gould said at the Suicide Prevention 2000 symposium held here.
"'Suicide contagion' is real, and there are numerous recent studies that show a correlation with the quantity of certain types of news coverage and incidence of suicides or attempts. Suicide contagion does not occur in individuals without other risk factors, which include pre-existing mood disorder such as depression or bipolar disorder, a family history of suicide, aggressive behavior, substance abuse and impulsivity..

"Imitating a suicide appears to be more likely if a news story provides details on methods, minimizes the influence of mental illnesses, and portrays the victim in heroic or romantic terms," 

Representing a suicide as a mysterious act by an otherwise "healthy" or "high-achieving" person may lead individuals suffering from depression and suicidal thoughts not to seek help. In addition, it may encourage identification with the suicide victim, which also seems to increase the likelihood of suicide in vulnerable individuals.

Recent studies conducted in the US and overseas have shown that decreases in suicide rates occur following the implementation of media guidelines. For example, after Austria adopted guidelines for the press, the number of suicides fell.

The American Suicide Foundation, which sponsored the symposium at which Gould spoke, is trying to develop a partnership with the media to enhance the effectiveness of the reporting of suicide while minimizing the risk of copycat acts. Working with the media, the foundation hopes to minimize harm while not infringing upon free speech.
One positive step journalists can take is to state that suicide "is most often a fatal complication of different types of mental illness, many of which are treatable," Gould said.

Another step that can be taken is to exercise care illustrating the victim and relatives to avoid encouraging a pathological identification with the victim, and inadvertently normalize or even glorify the death. "Over 90% of persons who commit suicide have a significant psychiatric problem at the time of their death, most of which have existed for months or years before the suicide" Gould and colleagues are also working to develop a collaboration with pediatricians to alert them to risk factors for suicide in youth.
Vicki Brower. 2000 Reuters Limited. http://www.yspp.org/media/copycat.html
Chose the most appropriate translation for the words underlined in the text:





	
	A
	B
	C

	unwitting
	grave
	involontario
	improbabile

	likelihood
	probabilità
	predilezione
	minaccia

	clusters
	effetti
	simulazioni
	picchi

	coverage
	attenzione
	promozione
	dominanza

	high-achieving
	affermata
	ben amata
	eccesiva

	seek
	vedere
	cercare
	volere

	rates
	tasso
	fallimenti
	publicita’

	harm
	danno
	dolore
	attenzione

	infringing upon 
	incoraggiare
	limitare  
	deviare

	treatable
	curabili 
	evitabili 
	gravi


Practice multiple choice comprehension questions:

1, The Media…….


a, encourage vulnerable teenagers to commit suicide


b, helped organize the Suicide Prevention 2000 symposium


c, is largely unaware of the risks of publicizing suicides

d, has conducted studies into the phenomena of copycat suicides

2, Suicide contagion…….


a, is a disease


b, can affect any teenager


c, is limited to the USA


d, puts vulnerable teenagers at risk

3, The American Suicide Foundation…….


a, promotes suicide prevention


b, is headed by Doctor Gould


c, is based in New York


d, have conducted studies in Austria












ref: units 32 – 36, page 256

Introduction to Modal verbs
(What are the functions of the following modal verbs ?

	
	Possibility/  hypothesis        

	impossibility
	ability


	permission
	request
	certainty
	obligation
	prohibition
	lack of obligation
	advice/opinion/suggestion

	can


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	may


	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	might


	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	could


	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	should/

ought to
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	shall


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	must /

have to / have got to
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	don’t have to / haven’t got to
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


e.g. Media may (might / could)= potrebbe  play a role in copycat suicides.
1, Young children absorb an amazing amount through watching and listening to us. You can see it in the 3-year-old girl who is walking around the house wearing her mother's necklace and nightgown. The parent might say, "Please don't wear my nightgown; don't put on my necklace." 
2, Children of three and four can often count sets of objects shown to them, so long as the numbers are quite small.

3,  In the studies which Hughes conducted the policeman was placed initially as in the diagram so that he could see the areas marked B and D
4, I believe that cultural perspectives should (ought to) be paid more attention and we need to consider why such differences exist among countries and ethnicities.

5, However, though Hughes' findings cannot be reconciled with Piaget's claim, some way must (has to)  be found of reconciling them with Piaget's findings - for these are not suspect.

6, When witnesses thought they had to choose, they more frequently damned the wrong suspect. On the other hand, when witnesses thought they did not have to choose they rarely made false identifications.

7, You must not copy your neighbour.

8, The afternoon of human life must also have a significance of its own and cannot (couldn’t) merely be a pitiful appendage to life’s morning.

9, ‘You may / can / could leave early if you wish’.

10, ‘Can / could you help me please?’

11, What shall we do this afternoon?

Grammar reference - The functions of modal verbs

NB ( +  = positive       -  = negative       ?  = question):

Possibility

Present :   

+  He may / might / could be late.  ( I’m not sure)

-   He may not / might not come.

-ing form:

+ He may / might / could be having lunch (at this moment = equivalent present continuous)

-  He may / might not be coming (near future = equivalent present continuous)
Past:

+ He may have / might have / could have missed the train.

+ He might have been talking to Jane on the phone (at that moment in the past =equivalent past continuous)

-  He may not have / might not have caught the train.

Ability

Present:  

+ I can swim (= I am able to swim)


- I can’t swim (=I’m not able to swim)

Past:

+ I could swim when I was 8.

-  I couldn’t swim when I was 8.

Permission

? Could / May / Can I leave?

+ You may / can leave now

-  You may not / cannot leave now

Request

? Could / Can you help me please?

Certainty (logical deduction)

Present:

+ He must be at home, the light is on.  

- He can’t be at home, the light isn’t on.

Past:
+  He must have turned off his phone, it’s not ringing.

- He can’t / couldn’t  have turned off his phone, it’s ringing.
Obligation

Present:

You must (have to / have got to) work hard

? Do I have to complete all the questions?
Past:

You had to work hard

? Did you have to work hard?
Prohibition

Present:

You mustn’t smoke (you are not allowed to smoke).

Past:

We weren’t allowed to smoke
Lack of obligation

Present:

You don’t have to / haven’t got to (don’t need to / needn’t) make a decision immediately, take your time.
Past:

You didn’t have to make (didn’t need to make / needn’t have made) a decision immediately.

NB Mustn’t  IS NOT THE SAME AS  Don’t have to

e.g. 
You mustn’t talk (it is not permitted )

You don’t have to talk (it isn’t necessary, i.e. it’s optional)

Advice

Present:
+ You should / ought to revise more.

- You shouldn’t worry.

Past:
+ You should have / ought to have arrived before

- You shouldn’t have said that.
NB Shall is normally only used in the question form, to elicit advice / suggestions

e.g. I promised Jane that I would visit her this weekend but I really too busy.  What shall I tell her?
Home work 3 – Modal verbs, Future tenses and If-clauses

A  Modal verbs - Select which of the following options are correct (there can be more than one correct answer):
1, Abuse in early infancy …….. lead to serious psychological problems later in life.

A  might

B can


C could

D may

2, The researchers believed that the infants ……….. not have been able to demonstrate object permanence because of their lack of motor skills

A can 

B may


C might

3, Tolman’s experiment proved that the rats…………. a mental map of the maze

A must make
B must have made
C had to make

D didn’t have to

4, You ……… partake in the survey if you don’t want to, it’s completely optional.

A don’t have to
B mustn’t

C can’t

5, You’ve finished already?  Really ? But this project …………… at least another week.

A should have lasted
B, must have lasted
C can’t have lasted
D shouldn’t have lasted

6,  It ……………… John who you saw in Venice as he’s in Australia on holiday.

A  should be
B can’t have been
C must  have been
D could have been

7, I believe that you……..  more attention in collecting the data.

A may have paid
B should have paid
C must have paid

8, You ………. smoke in Italian restaurants.

A don’t have to 
B mustn’t

C have to 

9, You ………. not have been so quick to criticize his results, you hadn’t even read his paper.

A must

B may


C should

10, During the first experiment, all the data was lost so we ……… it again on the next day.

A must have done  B had to do

C must  do



B  Modal verbs - Choose an appropriate modal verb for the function indicated in brackets to complete the sentences:

e.g.  (possibility) Media ………….play a role in copycat suicides. = may / might / could

1, (ability) He …………. speak excellent French.

2, (ability, past) I …………… walk when I was just 10 months old.
3, (advice) You…………… go and see the film, it’s really funny.

4, (certainty) He …………. have got lost, he’s never normally late.

5, (impossibility) He …………. still be stuck in traffic all this time.

6, (obligation)  Phil said we ……………. leave early tomorrow or we’ll miss the train.

7, (lack of obligation)  You ……………. frequent the course, even though I think it would be better to do so.

8, (prohibition)  You………… use your phone in class.

9, (permission)   You ……..  borrow my car if you need to.

10, (request)    …………………. you give me directions to the station  please?

C: Future tenses – decide what is the correct verb form
1, The directors are working hard to save the company.  However, it seems unlikely that their efforts will succeed / succeed.

2, As soon as the  results will be / are published, I am going to let / will let you know.

3, Scientists are predicting that the disease will affect / affects over half a million people by the end of the decade.

4, She is having / will have baby, it’s due next month.

5, By the time the experiment is completed / will be completed, they will have tested over 3,000 participants.

6, The exam will begin / is going to begin at 10.30.  Latecomers will not be / are not going to be allowed to participate.

7, Children will often / are often going to imitate us.

8,  Participants won’t pass / aren’t passing the test if we don’t explain it clearly.

9, If your child had temper tantrums before puberty, then he is probably becoming / will probably become worse during adolescence.

Section D: If clauses –choose the correct combination of tenses and identify the type of conditional.

e.g.   If I study / had studied hard, I pass / will pass the exam.  (= 1st conditional)

1, If you phoned/had phoned yesterday, I had given / would have given you the news.

2, If you took / would have taken more exercise, you would feel / feel better.

3, If Tim drove / had driven more carefully, he didn’t have / would not have had an accident.

4,  If our team had scored / scored more goals, it had won / would have won.

5, If I have / had a lot of money, I will lend / would lend you some, but unfortunately I’m poor.

6, If you don’t  / won’t hurry, we will be / are late.

7, If you will press / press that button, the computer turns off / would turn off.
8, If you had followed / follow my directions, you would have got / wouldn’t have got lost.

9, If I were / am you, I will start / would start doing it immediately.

10, If you heat / heated water to 100 degrees, it would boil / boils.




























































