Wk 2 / lesson 1
Review of present / perfect / past tenses

	
	Tenses
	Example
	Form

	present
	Present Simple
	I live in Italy.


	as infinitive except  3rd person (+ s)
NB spelling changes

	
	Present Continuous
	I am living in Italy.


	auxiliary verb ‘to be’ / verb+ing

	perfect
	Present Perfect
	I have lived here since I was born.
	aux ‘have’ / past participle 

	
	Present Perfect Continuous
	I’m tired because I’ve been playing football. 
	aux ‘have’ / been / verb+ing

	past
	Past Simple
	I lived in Italy in 1999.
	verb +ed

	
	Past Continuous
	I was walking home when it started to rain.
	aux ‘was or were’ . / verb+ing

	
	Past Perfect
	He had finished before I arrived.
	aux ‘had’ / p.p. 

	
	Past Perfect Continuous
	I had been living in Italy for 5 years before I came to Padova.
	aux ‘had’ / been / verb+ing

	
	Used to = past habit

(also Would)
	When I was young, I used to /(would) play tennis at weekends.
	


Present simple

Habit (general time) :

He plays football on Saturdays

Fact (=always true) :

I come from England

State verbs (e.g. opinion / senses……..):

like/ know / agree / hear  / love/ hate / have(possession) etc.
Present continuous







       Actions happening now (specific time):

He is playing  football at the moment.





Temporary situation(=only true for a determined period) 
I come from England  but I’m living in France (for the moment)







































Past simple

Action at a specified time in the past:

I went to France last year.
Action completed in the past:

I lived there until 2000. 

With these time expressions:

two days ago / in 1995 / last week / on the 1st of July etc.
· I was  there for 2 hours  
Present Perfect

Single or repeated actions at a non-specified time in the past:

I’ve been to France (once / twice / 3 times….).

Actions continuing in the present:

I’ve lived here since 1999.
With these time expressions:

Just  / yet (- / ?) / recently / so far/ already / never / ever (?) / since / for (NB for =only when action continues in the present)

e.g. It’s now 10 o’clock :

Since + point in time 

( I was born / 1990 / 10 a.m……)

· I’ve been here since 8 a.m. 

For  + period of time 

(a week / 3 years / 2 hours)

· I’ve been here for 2 hours
Past action with a present importance:

I’ve cut my hand…..Look, it’s bleeding.

Present Perfect Continuous

Often there is little difference between Present Perfect and Present Perfect Continuous:
I’ve studied  here since Sept. =  I’ve been studying here since Sept.
 - The continuous form simply emphasizes the duration of the activity (I’ve been studying implies a fixed duration, i.e. that this is a temporary situation)

( Think = if you came from another region to study in PD, would you say :

I’ve been living or I’ve lived  in PD since September ?

( What is the difference ?
In other cases the continuous form can imply the repetition of certain activity over a certain period:

I’ve been trying to pass this exam for a year now.

Therefore:

I’ve cut my hand and NOT I’ve been cutting my hand.

( Why?

Special case:

I’m tired because I’ve been running

· In this case the present perfect gives the reason for the present state (i.e. being tired)
Past Simple

Narratives (i.e. series of actions):

I woke up at 7, had breakfast, took a shower.  Then I went……

NB

When I arrived, she made lunch:


[image: image1]
In this case one past tense action (preparation of lunch) follows another (my arrival).

Past Continuous

Background (i.e. describing the scene / contemporary actions)

The sun was shining, the birds were singing….

Activity in progress at a specific moment in time:

I was watching TV at 9pm.
NB

When I arrived, she was making lunch:


[image: image2]
In this case, the activity (making lunch) was in progress before the past tense action (my arrival).

Past Simple

When I arrived, the bus left .


[image: image3]
(  In which of the cases above do I actually catch  the bus ?
Past Perfect

When I arrived, the bus had left .

[image: image4]
NB      The same rules apply to the Past Perfect Continuous as the Present Perfect Continuous
Practice

⇒ First identify the tenses underlined  in the following sentences:
A, When I left it rained. = past simple
B, It has been raining since I left.

C, When I left it was raining.

D, When I left it had been raining.

⇒Now decide which diagram they describe below :
1:


[image: image5]
2:


[image: image6]
3:


[image: image7]
4:


[image: image8]
- Which is the only scenario where I don’t need to take an umbrella!?

 Past tense practice multi-choice :
1,  Susan ……… this week, she’s on holiday.

A doesn’t work

B  didn’t work


C isn’t working


2,  John……… tennis once or twice a week.

A  is usually playing

B is playing usually


C  usually plays


D plays usually

3,  It … a boring morning, and it’s still only 11!

A  was
B had been
C is
D has been
4,  Everything is going well.  We ... any problems so far.

A  didn’t have

B not have



C don’t have


D  haven’t had

5, You are out of breath.   ……………?

A  Are you running

B  Have you run


C Did you run

D  Have you been running

6,  We are good friends.   We …………..each other for years.

A  have known

B are knowing
C know


D have been knowing
E knew
F had known

7,  Sally has been working here……. .

A  for six months

 B since six months

C  six months ago
D there are six months

8, Ian……. in Scotland for 10 years.  Now he lives in London.

A  lived
B has been living
   C has lived

9,  We….. a car when we were living in London.

A  owned
 B  own  C were owning
 D have owned

10,  The  man sitting next to me was nervous because he…… before.

A  had never flown

B was never flying 

C didn’t fly



D hasn’t flown

11, Fellini ……… several successful films.

A  has made
B was making
C had made 

D  made


12, I …….  the TV a lot but I don’t any more.

A  was watching

B was used to watch

C  would have watched

D used to watch

Tense analysis (i.e. how to make the most of your knowledge of grammar rules)

To give you a better understanding of the mechanics of language, you need to be able to analyze how the rules are applied in context. After having read the articles several times to ensure that you have fully understood them, you should then go about analyzing the use of tenses.  Simply underline all the verbs, then decide what tense is used and ask yourself why that particular tense was used in that specific context.



e.g.      Hughes was very careful about introducing the tasks in ways that would help the children to understand the nature of the problem, but in fact his precautions were largely unnecessary…...  Notice that we cannot appeal to direct actual experience few, if any children had ever tried  to hide from a policeman.   But we can appeal to the generalization of experience: they know what it is to try to hide. 
(from  ‘Just how egocentric is the world of a child?’)
Past simple = during this specific experiment (which was conducted in the past)
Past perfect = at any time in their lives before that particular experiment

Present simple = generalization (at any time)
e.g. In recent years Piaget has collected (present perfect) most of his data by devising tasks for children to do…………

(from text 6 ‘Just how egocentric is the world of a child?’)

Present perfect is used as it refers to an action which was started at a non-defined time in the past and continues in the “present” (that is, in this case, up to the time the article was written) 

NB Here the use of the present perfect indicates that at the time of writing Piaget was still alive.
Wk 2 / lesson 2


Text – ‘The First Day of School’ 

  The scene is the same all over the world...Adorable little children, dressed in their brand new school clothes, clutching Mommy or Daddy's hand and facing the exciting and terrifying prospect of spending a day in SCHOOL... for the very first time. How the scene turns out depends on everyone involved. It can either lead to a smiling step into the adventures of education or a terrified child clinging desperately to the safety of familiar necks, arms or any free body parts as a frustrated teacher tries to unwrap the screaming bundle from parents who are feeling incredibly guilty, embarrassed and confused.  

   What can you do to make sure you get the first option and not the second? The truth is that there are no guarantees. No matter what you do, your baby may still have a panic attack at the moment of separation. The good news is that there are steps you can take to get all of you ready for ahead of time... and to deal effectively with the panic if it does happen.

Make It Familiar
The reason kids panic at leaving parents to enter a classroom is the same reason you get butterflies when you have to go on a first date, start a new job, or meet your future in-laws for the first time... it IS scary. It probably goes back to the first humans who learned that a strange environment could be dangerous - who knew what lions and tigers and bears were hiding in unfamiliar territory. Survival demanded that all of the senses be sharp so dangers could be recognized - and escaped - in time. 

That "fight or flight" behavior is strong. It's why there are still humans on earth - it's a good thing. Yet, a small child recognizes the signals as danger. The same feelings that come up when a big dog appears or a scary stranger approaches are coming up in this situation. Past experiences tell your child that the thing to do is get to Mom and Dad for safety. The only way to prevent the "fight or flight" panic response is to make the scene familiar. Most schools will welcome visits from parents and preschoolers in the spring before they start school. Visit the school, meet the teacher, find out which neighborhood kids will be in the same classroom. If you sense that one visit hasn't helped - arrange a second or a third trip. Let your preschooler know that their friends will be there and that they will get to play together after they do their school work. Maybe you could get a couple of the parents to meet you at the school for a pre-classroom hello and a group entry into the foreign classroom. There is comfort in company whether you are 4 or 40!

One thing you should not do is paint a picture of school as a wonderful paradise. The reality is that school is work for kids. It can be fun, but it isn't a day at the beach. Don't promise that they will learn to read or be the smartest child in the classroom. Kids take every word you say as truth and may feel even worse after they spend their first day sitting at a desk. 

( Number the paragraphs in the text above and decide to which the following titles correspond:

Children’s fear of the unknown =

Parents should be realistic =

Helping your child is possible =

The first day at school: a big step for everyone =

Practical advice about how to help your child=

( Identify which paragraphs these questions refer to and write a short answer in ITALIAN

1, Explain the primitive origins of children’s fears regards their first day at school.

2, What is the worst case scenario of the 1st day at school as described in the article

3, What practical suggestions are given.

4, Why shouldn’t parents portrayal school as a wonderful paradise?

Homework 1 – Tenses 

A Multi-choice tense practice exercises : 

A) The second patient was a retired secretary who 1).….(suffer) from recurrent summer depressions since her 20s.  At the time of her first consultation in June 1986, she 2)….…(give) a 20-year history of recurrent summer depressions that usually 3) …… (begin) in April and ended in September each year.  She was apologetic because her depression 4)…... (remit)  a day before the consultation.  

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	suffers
	is suffering
	was suffering
	had been suffering

	2
	gives
	has given
	had been giving
	gave

	3
	was beginning
	began
	has begun
	had begun

	4
	used to remit
	was remitting
	remits
	had remitted


B)  While I 1).….. (treat) three patients with borderline personality disorder in 1984, I began 2)…..  (suspect)  that their early exposure to various forms of maltreatment 3)…...(alter) the development of their limbic systems.  The limbic system 4)….…(be) a collection of interconnected brain nuclei.

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	have treated
	had treated
	am treating
	was treating

	2
	to suspect
	suspected
	suspect
	suspects

	3
	had altered
	has altered
	is altering
	to alter

	4
	had been
	has been
	was
	is


C) At around this time, I 1)….… (teach) a course called ‘Philosophy and Shakespeare’, but which was devoted almost entirely to King Lear. It 2)..….(take) my students by surprise 3)…… (see) that I force-marched them through almost every line before 4)…..(come) to themes and philosophical arguments.

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	am teaching
	had taught
	was teaching
	teach

	2
	took
	was taking
	had taken
	has taken

	3
	see
	to see
	seeing
	seen

	4
	comes
	came
	to come
	coming


D)  She began the session by 1)….. (say) that she realized that she 2)…….(cut) herself off from any real relationship with other people, that she was scared by the way she had been living, but, apart from that, she 3)….. (know) in herself that this wasn’t the right way to live.  Obviously something ‘very decisive’ 4)……(happen).  According to her, and I see no reason to doubt this, it had arisen out of going to see a film.  She 5)…. (go)every day for a week to see the film La Strada.

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	said
	to say
	saying
	says

	2
	had been cutting
	has cut
	cuts
	is cutting

	3
	was knowing
	used to know
	knew
	has known

	4
	used to happen
	had happened
	has happened
	to happen

	5
	goes
	has gone
	was to go
	went


E)  Occasionally one hears of people who  1)…. (lose)their memory and are found wandering around apparently totally unaware of who they are, where they come from or how they got there.  With a little care and attention memory usually 2) ....(come) back within a few days, although cases exist of much longer amnesias.  Almost invariably such people 3)….(undergo) an emotional crisis  in their life.  It is as if life  4).… (become) intolerable, and the only way of coping is temporarily to cease to be themselves.  
	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	lost
	had lost
	lose
	were losing

	2
	came
	comes
	is coming
	had come

	3
	are undergoing
	were undergoing
	underwent
	used to undergo

	4
	was becoming
	has become
	became
	had been becoming


F) We learn by seeing, hearing, tasting, and so on. Tolman 1)…… (insist)  that not only people, but animals as well learn this way. He 2)…….(seek) to show this in an experiment in which , for 17 successive days, rats were run through a complex maze that 3)………(lead)  from a start box to a goal box. One group of rats 4).….. (find) food in the goal box. A second group never 4……(find) food in the goal box; when they arrived there, they were simply removed from the box.

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	had insisted
	was insisting
	insisted
	has been insisting

	2
	sought
	seeks
	has sought
	had sought

	3
	lead
	led
	has led
	used to lead

	4 /5
	find
	has found
	found
	had found


B, Present Simple or Present Continuous

- Decide if the following sentences are correct or not.  Correct any mistakes
1, I’m thinking he is very impolite.

2, Why are you leaving so early, don’t you enjoy the party?

3, Jane normally works in the mornings, but today she works in the afternoon.

4, Nobody is ever laughing at my jokes.

5, I don’t believe a word he says, he always tells lies.

6, I go to the dentists today at 3pm.

7, I’m hating this film.

8, I’m knowing her very well, she’s my neighbour.

C, Past simple or Present perfect

-Only one of he following sentences is correct.  Choose which one.
1,  
I saw Peter yesterday.



I have seen Peter yesterday.

2, 
I went to many countries in my life.

I’ve been to many countries in my life.

3,
Fellini has made a lot of interesting films.

Fellini made a lot of interesting films.

4,
I have know her since two weeks.

I have know he for two weeks.

5, 
What did you do last night?


What have you done last night?

6,       
(At 11am) Did you have a good morning?

(At 11am)Have you had a good morning?

7,
I haven’t finished yet.



I didn’t finish yet.


8, 
I study English for 3 years.


I’ve studied English for 3 years.

9,
Did you enjoy the course so far?


Have you been enjoying the course so far?

10,
I have been working on the project since March.
I worked on the project since March

D, Past Simple or Past Continuous

-Underline the correct verb form:

1, We met / were meeting while she worked/was working in Germany.

2, She worked / was working quietly, when suddenly she heard/was hearing a loud explosion.

3, He stood up/was standing up, walked/was walking across the room and closed/was closing the window.

4, I saw/was seeing you in the centre yesterday, you talked/were talking to Paul.

5, As I passed/was passing the Post Office, I saw two men who ran/were running out of the building.

6, What did you write/were you writing when you computer crashed/was crashing?

E Past Simple or Past Perfect

-Underline the correct verb form:

It was ten o’clock in the evening.  Peter 1, sat/had sat down and 2, thought/had thought about what a busy day it 3, was/had been.  This was his first night in his own flat.  He 4,  lived/had lived his entire life in the family home and now, for the first time, 5, he was/had been on his own.  He sat surrounded by the boxes that he 6, didn’t manage/hadn’t managed to unpack during the day.   It 7, took/had taken him months to get all his things together. Fortunately, his mother 8, was/had been very helpful with the packing.

He 9, went/had gone into the kitchen and 10 got/had got  a beer from the fridge.  He suddenly11, felt/had felt very tired.  No wonder he 12. was/had been tired, he 13, was/had been awake since 6am.  He 14, decided/had decided to finish his beer and go to bed.

Now








I arrived





She made lunch  





Now








I arrived





She was making lunch lumaking 





Now








I arrived





The bus left





Now








The bus left





I arrived  





My departure





Now








rain lumaking





Now








My departure





rain





My departure





Now








rain





My departure





Now








rain lumaking





Past simple





Past perfect





Present simple
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