
WRITING 

Learning Disabilities – A.A. 2015/ 2016 



1) THE PROBLEM OF ASSESSMENT 
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ASSESSMENT OF SPELLING 

 Dictation of passages, words, nonwords 

 Copy 

 Written naming 
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COPY 

 Reading 

 

 Long term memory 

 Phonological memory 

 

 Retrieval of the 

orthographic 

representation 

 Writing 

 Monitoring 

 

Tressoldi et al. 2012 





FIGURE NAMING 

 27 pictures adapted from Snodgrass & Vanderwart (1980) by 
Lotto-Job-Dell’acqua.  

 Easily nameable also by 5 year old children 





WRITTEN EXPRESSION (TEXT PRODUCTION) 
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Imagine that you have been at the zoo and you have to describe  

the scene you see in the picture to some friends who were not there  

 “Batteria per la valutazione delle competenze ortografiche nella scuola dell’obbligo” (Tressoldi & Cornoldi, 1991) 
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This image shows a story that happens to a friend of yours.  

Try to tell some friends the story represented in this picture 
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THE STUDY: THE CREATION OF SPECIFIC 

MEASURES FOR THE SUBCOMPONENTS 

 Measures for 

 Ideas generation 

 Planning 

 Revision 

 Metacognition 
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Ideas generation PROVA DELLA 

CASA 



PLANNING AND ORGANISING : SENTENCE REORDERING 
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REVISION1 

MORPHO-SYNTAXIS 
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REVISION2 

ORTHOGRAPHIC 
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REVISION3 

PUNCTUATION 



 The tasks discriminate between poor and good 

writers (see following slide: blu = ADHD; red = 

controls) 

 (notice that the measures have different ranges 

and may describe positive or negative aspects) 
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CAZZANIGA & CORNOLDI, 2003 

 The Questionnaire discriminates between 

children of different ages and help in 

recognising characteristics of children with 

writing disorders 
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EXAMPLE OF A CASE…. 

 

 Edoardo, 10 year old, has a diagnosis of specific disorder in 
language and learning. 
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THE ASSESSMENT… 
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TEST SCORE Normative values. 

Accuracy in reading a passage 

“Vecchi Proverbi” 

Errori = 7 Da 4 a 10 = PS PS (sufficient) 

Speed 

“Vecchi Proverbi” 

Sill/sec = 2,42 

Sec/sill = 41 

M = 3,94(1,01) 

Da 41 a 70 = RA 

Z = -1,50 

RA (weak) 

Word reading Sill/sec = 2,55 

Errori = 9 

M = 3,02 (0,85) 

M = 3 (3) 

Z = -0,55 

Z = -2 

Pseudoword reading Sill/sec = 1,98  

Errori = 12 

M = 2 (0,6) 

M = 5 (4) 

Ok 

Z = -1,75 

Syllable blending 10 parole proposte  Corrette 9  

Phonological memory Span in Avanti = 4 

Span inverso = 3 

Reding comprehension 

“Il viaggio delle anguille” 

Corrette 8 / 10 Da 7 a 9 = PS PS 

. 
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This image shows a story that happens to a friend of yours.  

Try to tell some friends the story represented in this picture 



TEXT PRODUCTION 

 Poor text with many errors 
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SCRITTURA HANDWRITING 

lelele Grafemi = 76 M = 81,42 (14,39) Z = -0,38 

Uno Grafemi = 66 M = 93,09 (14,37) Z = -1,88 

Numeri in parola Grafemi =77                                    M = 104 (20,14)                Z = -1,34 

Prova di narrazione 
“Un bambino vede un nido di ucelli e si arampica 

sul albero a prende un ucellino ma ad un tratto 

cade dal albero e si rompe una gamba e va in 

hospedale ha curarsi.” 

. 

Dictation < - 2z 


