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• Dictations of words and pseudowords (task 6 and 7) 

Child has to listen and write a list of words and pseudowords  
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 The test assesses the writing ability in children between 6 – 

14 years. 

 

 3components: 

 -Handwriting speed 

- Orthographic (spelling) skills 

- Text production skills 

 



 

 

 Text dictation 

Child has to listen and write correctly the text dictated. 

 

 Text reproduction 

Child has to copy the text. The time for this task is 5’’ 

 

 Sentences dictation with homophone but not 
homographic words 

(e.g.: by – bye – buy) 

 

 

 

Orthographic skills 



Types of errors 
1. Phonological errors: the pronunciation of the written word changes 

(e.g.: Folpe             Volpe) 

 

2. No Phonological errors: the pronunciation of the written word  doesn’t change  
(e.g.: Cielo              Cielo) 

 

3. Accents and geminates 

 

4. Inappropriate  words: words that are written correctly but that aren’t in the text 
and aren’t semantically congruent with the sentence. 

 

5. Omissions: words that aren’t written but that are in the text 

 

6. Other errors: puntuactions and capital/ lowercase 

 



 

 Pictures naming 

The child has to write the correct word below each picture 

 

 

 

 

 

Ortographic (spelling) skills 



Text production skills 

Descriptive text Narrative text 

 

 Child has to observe the picture and write a text 



Quantitative factors 
 General  

- number of words 
- % total error 
 

 Specific 
- Phonological and no phonological errors, accents and  
  geminates   
- % of each type of errors 
- % adjectives  
- % repeated words 
- number of sentences 
- % subordinate clauses 

 



Qualitative factors 

 General 

- Overall impression (1 – 5) 

 

 Specific 

- Adherence to delivery 

                                              Narrative (Incipit – mean event – end) 

- Text structure 
                                         Descriptive (Details – hierarchy relationship among  

                                                              informations) 

- Vocabulary 

- Punctuations 

- Morphosyntax 

 



Handwriting Speed 

 

 

 Child has to write continuously for 1’’: 

- lelelelelelele… 

- uno uno uno uno … 

- uno due tre quattro … (numbers in letters) 

- 1 2 3 4 5 …                  (numbers in arabic form) 

 


